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Consulting Firm Adds Key Partners to Serve 
Central Texas Non-Profit Organizations
Austin, TX – Four professional consultants join Seeds for Change Consulting, LLC, a full service consulting firm to non-profit organizations and philanthropic entities.  August Harris III, Erica V. Ekwurzel, Paula Kothmann and Tracy K. Laughlin join the team, increasing the firm’s staff to eleven consultants and expanding the firm’s breadth and depth of services.   
”Providing the most effective strategic consulting services to our clients is our utmost priority. Our team’s expertise at identifying client needs and developing customized, cost-effective solutions are what separate us from other consulting firms. With the addition of four new consultants, Seeds for Change is well-positioned to continue its leadership and excellence of nonprofit consulting services in Central Texas,” said Stacy Ehrlich, Seeds for Change Founder and Managing Partner.
August Harris III brings a deep knowledge of the financial services sector to the firm along with extensive knowledge of board development and strategic planning, especially related to city, county and state policy and relationship building.  In addition to continuing to run his merchant services firm, Covenant Financial Services, Harris sits on the boards of Leadership Austin, Heritage Society of Austin, West Austin Neighborhood Group, and the Texas Historical Commission.  
After serving as grantee consultant for KDK Harman Foundation for over six years,  Erica V. Ekwurzel joins Seeds for Change with extensive non-profit consulting experience, specializing in small to mid-size organizations.  Excited to expand her reach within the philanthropic capacity-building field, Ekwurzel's expertise lies in strategic planning, program evaluation, strategic communication and fundraising initiatives.  Ekwurzel will bring the unique perspective of the funder to the firm’s clients.   She holds a Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) designation and serves on several leadership committees, such as Association of Fundraising Professionals-Greater Austin Chapter and Central Texas Education Funders.
Paula Kothmann enthusiastically joins the Seeds for Change team as a part-time consultant, adding to her work as the Development Director at The Austin Project.  Prior to joining Seeds for Change, Kothmann worked for various development departments across The University of Texas and brings strength to the firm’s event planning and development work.  Kothmann also holds a Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) designation.
Tracy K. Laughlin has over 25 years of experience working with education groups in writing and editorial support, grant writing and reporting, project management, and qualitative evaluation and research. Over the past 12 years, she has worked extensively in Texas public education collaborating with state and local education agencies, including the Texas Education Agency, the Legislative Budget Board, regional education service centers, and independent schools and districts. Laughlin also served as lead proposal writer for the Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Texas at Austin. At Seeds for Change she will concentrate on prospect research, grants management, writing and program evaluation.
Seeds for Change Consulting, LLC was founded in 2004 by Stacy Wheeler Ehrlich, CFRE and focuses on non-profit consulting by providing fully customized, wrap around services related to all non-profit issues including consulting, compliance, writing and events.  Originally a locally based firm serving clients across the country, the firm has, in recent years, concentrated most of its efforts and resources on the Central Texas market, with a current local to national client ratio of 6:1.
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